
 
 

 
Tierra Payton 

I have an Associate’s Degree in Medical Assisting. I have been teaching since 2013. I love teaching children because I get to 
make a difference in their lives and contribute to their growth. 
My favorite children’s book is “Junie B. Jones” by Barbara Park 

Position: Toddler Support Teacher 

Lisa Koonce 

I have a Child Development Associate with an emphasis on Preschool. I have been teaching since 1987. I love teaching children 
because the look on their faces when they learn something new is priceless. Knowing that I have taught them skills that will last 

a lifetime makes me feel proud. 
My favorite children’s book is “Chicka Chicka Boom Boom” by Bill Martin, Jr.  

Position: Preschool Support Teacher Woodlands Preschool 1 

 
Jamesia Dent 

I am pursuing a degree in Early Childhood Education as well as Event Planning. I have been teaching since 2017. I love teaching 
children because I love to learn the way they learn. 
My favorite children’s books are Dr. Seuss Books 

Position: Toddler Support Teacher 

 
Linda 

Shepherd 

I am pursuing a degree in Early Childhood Education. I have been teaching since 1998. I love teaching children because I love 
teaching and helping others. 

My favorite children’s book is “Corduroy” by Don Freeman 
Position: Infant Support Teacher Sierra Infant 1B&2B  

 
Isaac Riggins 

I have a CDL Class B License with P-Endorsement. I have been driving professionally since 1978 including limousines, trucks, 
trollies and buses. I love driving people of all ages. Meeting and getting to know people from all walks of life is interesting and 

exciting. 
Position: Shuttle Bus Driver 



 
 

 
Angela Moore 

I have a Child Development Associate and will be pursuing a Bachelor’s Degree in Early Childhood Education. I have been 
teaching since 2008. I love teaching children because it’s very rewarding to watch children grow into smart and unique 

individuals. 
My favorite children’s book is “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” by Eric Carle 
Position: Kindergarten Prep Support Teacher Woodlands Kindergarten Prep 1&2 

 
Gregory 
Figueroa 

I have a dual Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Education and Early Childhood Special Education. I have been teaching since 
2009. I enjoy working with children at the start of their educational journey and helping them attain the foundational academic, 

social, cognitive and emotional concepts necessary to enhance their development. 
My favorite chidlren’s book is “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” by Eric Carle 

Position: Executive Director 

 
Delanyo 
Smith 

I have a Child Development Associate with an emphasis in Preschool and am pursuing a Bachelor’s Degree Early Childhood 
Education. I have been teaching since 2002. I love teaching children because it’s the most rewarding job! I truly love helping 

children achieve their full potential. 
My favorite children’s book is “Oh, the Places You’ll Go” by Dr. Seuss 

Position: Training Manager 

 
Twana 

Thomas 

I am pursuing an Associate’s Degree in Early Childhood Education. I have been teaching since 2019. I love teaching children 
because it gives me a feeling of accomplishment seeing the children grow in knowledge, confidence and skills. 

My favorite children’s book is “Oh, the Places You’ll Go!” by Dr. Seuss 
Position: Infant Teacher Woodlands Infant 1&2 

 
Brittany Boone 

I have a Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology. I have been teaching since 2016. I love teaching children because I get to develop 
young minds and personalities as we learn from one another while giving them a nurturing place where they can be themselves. 

My favorite children’s book is “Oh, the Places You’ll Go!” by Dr. Seuss 
Position: Toddler Teacher Treehouse T2A 



 
 

Crystal 
McLaughlin 

I have a Bachelor’s Degree in African American Studies with a minor Early Childhood Education. I have been teaching since 
2015. I love teaching children because it brings me joy to see them learn new things. 

My favorite children’s book is “Wacky Wednesday” by Theo Lesieg 
Position: Toddler Teacher Treehouse Toddler 6A 

Taylor 
Johnson 

I am pursuing a degree in Early Childhood Education. I have been teaching since 2017. I love teaching children because they are 
the future and it makes my day knowing I am making an impact on a child’s life. 

My favorite children’s book is “The Giving Tree” by Shel Silverstein 
Position: Toddler Support Teacher  

Linda Johnson 

I have a Child Development Associate. I have been teaching since 1978. I love teaching children because I love nurturing them 
and being the person that lifts them up. 

My favorite children’s book is “Corduroy” by Don Freeman 
Position: Infant Support Teacher  

Donnisha 
Gibson 

Pursuing a degree in Social Work. I have been teaching since 2011. I love teaching children because I get the chance to help 
them become the best ‘Next Generation’ they can be. 

My favorite children’s books are Dr. Seuss books. 
Position: Toddler Support Teacher  

Keturah 
Jackson 

I am pursuing a Bachelor’s Degree in Secondary Education. I have been teaching since 2013. I love teaching children because 
they are the future of our tomorrow and I want to be able to impact their lives positively.  

My favorite children’s book is “The True Story of the 3 Little Pigs” by John Scieszka 
Position: Early Preschool Teacher Treehouse EP1A 



 
 

Toni Couch 

I have a Child Development Associate and am pursuing a Bachelor’s Degree in Early Childhood Education. I have been teaching 
since 2015. I love teaching children because, in order to make the world a better place, we have to start at the root and 

nurture passions and principles. 
My favorite children’s book is “Charlotte’s Web” by E.B. White 

Position: Infant Teacher Sierra Infant 4B  

Cecily Gaillard 

I have a Child Development Associate. I have been teaching since 2009. I love teaching children because I have a passion for 
kids. Children bring me love, joy and happiness just by being part of their lives.  

My favorite children’s book is “Pete the Cat: I Love My White Shoes” by Eric Litwin 
Position: Infant Support Teacher Sierra Infant 3B & 4B 

Shawnel Saffo 

I have a Patissierie and Baking Certificate from Le Cordon Bleu. I have been working with children since 2019. I love working 
with children because I enjoy seeing them learn new skills. 

My favorite children’s book is “Aladdin” 
Position: Kitchen Staff 

Mariah Hale 

I am pursuing a Child Development Associate. I have been teaching since 2012. I love teaching children because I believe in 
furthering their education. 

My favorite children’s book is “Chicka Chicka Boom Boom” by Bill Martin, Jr. 
Position: Infant Teacher Woodlands Infant 1 

Jacqueline 
Greene 

I have a Bachelor’s Degree in Early Childhood Education with a Certification in Child Advocacy. I have been teaching since 
1998. I love teaching children because I am passionate about teaching and educating future generations to establish life acumen. 

My favorite children’s books are Eric Carle books. 
Position: Infant Teacher Woodlands Infant 2 

 


