
Artist Spotlight: Rich Cihlar 

 

Artist Questionnaire: 

Website, Facebook page or Instagram page you would like listed to promote 
your work: 
 
Website: RichardCihlar.com, Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/popshopgallery/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Richard-S-Cihlar-116374395090567/?ref=br_rs  
 
How long have you been part of Art Fur Animals? 

This is my 2nd year! 
 
What was your favorite dog or cat that you have made for AFA? 
 
My Bark's Rootbeer dog and toy chest.   

                          

Describe your artistic approach or process when creating an AFA Dog or Cat: 

I'm a mixed media artist and my approach for all of my work begins by observing what 
materials i have to work with.  In the case of a fiberglass animal, I look at the shape and 
then I start incorporating found objects, and those objects also lead to my color pallet.  I 
start with very little as too what the final outcome will be.  But when the piece(s) are 
done, they truly reflect my style and humor and have a lot of fun quirky elements.  
  
Do you have a dog or cat rescue story to share? 

I have 2 cats (Brothers, Dexter and Cliff).  I rescued them from a home in Lakewood 
nearly 9 years ago.  They were tiny kittens at that time, but a larger dog in the home 
was continually trying to eat them and the current owner wanted them in a safer 



environment.  So I adopted them and they are not so little anymore.  They hang out with 
me in my studio and observe all of my art projects. 
 
What about the AFA event inspires you? 

I'm inspired by the level of commitment, love, and outreach all of the volunteers 
have.  Last year was my first year participating and EVERYONE was so kind, thoughtful, 
and showed such support for animals.  It was very uplifting to know how many good 
people are out there helping unfortunate animals.  I really enjoyed the atmosphere and 
community feeling.  You have great people in your organization. 
 
If you have a pet, what is your favorite activity to share with your dog or cat? 
 
My cats do a lot of sleeping.  But my cats love to follow me around and sit/lay in exactly 
the places i like to work on my art.  On most days, our fun activity is trying to move my 
cats to a new comfortable spot to sleep or rest.  It never results in the ideal situation (for 
me).  They end up on my lap, on my shoulders or on my feet as i begin my art.  It's not 
a bad thing, it's just a cat thing.  (attached are some photos of my studio and my 
cats.  Hugging each other and Cliff Sticking his tongue out.) 
 

                           
 



 


