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Research is at the core of what IOHK does so I am extremely proud of the company’s achievement in
launching blockchain research centres at two world-class universities in February. This is a recognition of the
pioneering work that IOHK is doing in advancing the science of cryptocurrencies, producing research that will
all be open source and patent-free and progress the industry as a whole.

We marked the launch of our Blockchain Technology Laboratory at the University of Edinburgh’s School of
Informatics last week, which will be led by Professor Aggelos Kiayias, our Chief Scientist. It is Scotland’s first
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blockchain research partnership between academia and industry, and we are proud to open it at the UK’s
leading university for computer science research. Starting immediately, the lab will train the next generation of
cryptographers and computer scientists, from undergraduate to post doctoral and professor level. The lab will
be interdisciplinary, bringing in experts from the fields that blockchain encompasses, from law to ethics, and
from economics to distributed systems. The research centre will also serve as the headquarters for IOHK’s
growing network of global university partnerships.

The lab will provide a direct connection between developers and researchers, helping to get projects live
faster and will pursue outreach projects with entrepreneurs in Edinburgh’s vibrant local technology
community. Recruiting and outreach will begin immediately, and the full facility will be operational from
summer 2017, located in the School of Informatics’ newly refurbished Appleton Tower.

Professor Kiayias says: “We are very excited regarding this collaboration on blockchain technology between
the School of Informatics and IOHK. Distributed ledgers is an upcoming disruptive technology that can scale
information services to a global level. The academic and industry connection forged by this collaboration puts
the Blockchain Technology Lab at Edinburgh at the forefront of innovation in blockchain systems.”

And it was only two weeks earlier that we celebrated another significant deal, at Tokyo Institute of
Technology, a prestigious Japanese university and a leader in technology. Our partnership with them in
setting up a Cryptocurrency Collaborative Research Chair is the first time the university has done such a deal
and we are honoured to receive this distinction.

Two of our top researchers, Mario Larangeira and Bernado David will be embedded into a team led by
Professor Tanaka at Tokyo Tech’s main site, the Ookayama campus. They, along with professors and
graduate students will tackle industry challenges in this rapidly developing area of research into
cryptocurrencies and provide education for the Japanese market. The partnership also includes support for



students and researchers to attend international conferences.

Tokyo Tech President, Yoshinao Mishima, says: “This agreement is important because Tokyo Tech is seeking
to enhance the collaboration with industries and universities in Japan and abroad by producing
groundbreaking results in research and engineering which will be published in internationally renowned
scientific journals and conferences.”

These launches are just the beginning of a global network of research centres that IOHK is building, to drive
collaboration between the world’s best cryptographers and developers to create the cutting edge blockchain
technology that will revolutionise the world’s financial services. Further centres are planned in the US, Europe
and beyond. Expect more news this year and in 2018.


