
Artist Spotlight: Melissa Rohrs 

 

Artist Questionnaire: 

Website, Facebook page or Instagram page you would like listed to promote 
your work: 
 
I don't sell much artwork anymore, but when I do, I list it at 
www.etsy.com/shop/Ninnerfish. Photos of previous paintings can be viewed at 
www.flickr.com/photos/ninnerfish 

 
How long have you been part of Art Fur Animals? 

I first participated in 2008 and this will be the sixth dog I've created. 
 
What was your favorite dog or cat that you have made for AFA? 
 
"Dogfighter", my very first AFA dog. He was modeled after a WWII fighter plane. My 
talented little sister, Stacey, made him a tiny little aviator helmet complete with 
goggles.  
                    

Describe your artistic approach or process when creating an AFA Dog or Cat: 

Sometimes I have a concept picked out ahead of time, but more often, I just spend a few 
days staring at the blank form until something clicks. I just recently discovered epoxy 
clay, which is this awesome self-hardening modeling clay that is super versatile. It lets 
me add another dimension to the sculpture.  
 

Do you have a dog or cat rescue story to share? 

All of my pets are rescues. I'm a sucker for a cute face and a sad story. I have two 
German shepherds, Louie and Panzer. Panzer's pregnant mom was abandoned by her 
owner and fostered by a former coworker of mine; I adopted him from her and he's been 
by best buddy for the past 9 years. Louie is from a rescue in Illinois, where I went to 
school. The story I was told was that he was taken in a police raid on a meth house. I 
also currently have three rescued rabbits (Hayworth, Brienne, and Ingrid) and an 
aquarium full of goldfish that were sold as feeders.  

What about the AFA event inspires you? 

I love watching the excitement of the live auctions as everybody cheers on the bidders. 
It's great to see so many people come together to help out a great cause.  
 
 
(continued on next page…) 
 



If you have a pet, what is your favorite activity to share with your dog or cat? 
 
I love taking Panzer hiking to a place where he can go swimming and run off-leash. He 
also loves it when I blow bubbles for him so he can leap into the air to eat them.  
 
 

 


