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Meet The
Characters

Four Athenians run away to the forest only to have Puck 
the fairy make both of the boys fall in love with the same 
girl. The four run through the forest, pursuing each other 
while Puck helps his master play a trick on the fairy queen. 
In the end, Puck reverses the magic, and the two couples 
reconcile and marry. 

Support for Symphonies for Youth 
Leadership annual support for the LA Phil’s Learning and Community 
Initiatives is provided by Margaret A. Cargill Philanthropies, Anonymous (3), 
Barbara and Scott Bice, Ballmer Group, Anne Akiko Meyers and Jason 
Subotky, Max H. Gluck Foundation, The Hearthland Foundation, The Eisner 
Foundation, The Music Man Foundation, The Rauch Family Foundation, 
John Mohme Foundation, and the Rosenthal Family Foundation.  

Additional annual support for the LA Phil’s Learning and Community 
Initiatives is provided by Ms. Irene Mecchi, Pasadena Showcase House for 
the Arts, Los Angeles County Department of Arts and Culture, Margo and 
Irwin Winkler, The Rafael & Luisa de Marchena-Huyke Foundation, Amgen 
Foundation, Anonymous, Aramont Charitable Foundation, De Marchena-
Huyke Foundation, Alexandra Glickman and Gayle Whittemore, Alfred E. 
Mann Charities, James and Laura Rosenwald/Orinoco Foundation, The 
David and Linda Shaheen Foundation, and Barbara and Robert Veir.

Support for Symphonies for Youth is provided by Canon Insurance Service. 

Leadership support for the LA Phil’s Learning and Community Endowment 
Fund is provided by the A. Jerrold Perenchio YOLA Endowment Fund, The 
Peggy Bergmann YOLA Endowment Fund, The Walt Disney Company, Los 
Angeles Philharmonic Committee, Max H. Gluck Foundation, The Rafael 
& Luisa de Marchena-Huyke Foundation, Carrie and Stuart Ketchum, 
George L. Cassat, Lee and Hope Landis Warner YOLA Student Fund, 
Norma D. Kayser Trust, Nancy and Leslie Abell, Alfred E. Mann Charities, 
Sue Tsao, Mr. Gregory A. Adams, Mr. Kevin MacCarthy and Ms. Lauren 
Lexton, Miguel A. Navarro, Y&S Nazarian Family Foundation, Estate of 
Mary Calfas Janos, and the Ying Cai & Wann S. Lee Foundation. 

Scan to learn
more about our

conductor, creative 
team, and cast.

© 2024 Los Angeles Philharmonic. All Rights Reserved.

Titania is the Queen
of the Fairies and is
married to Oberon.

Oberon is King of
the Fairies and is

married to Titania.

Bottom is a weaver in
Athens. He is

rehearsing to be in a
play for the Duke’s

wedding celebrations.

Puck, also called
Robin Goodfellow, is a

fairy and Oberon’s
servant.

Demetrius is a
gentleman of the

court of Athens. He is
in love with Hermia,

and Egeus wants them
to marry.

Hermia is the daughter
of Egeus and is in love

with Lysander. Her
best friend is Helena.

Lysander is a
gentleman in the

court of Athens. He is
in love with Hermia.

Helena is Hermia’s
best friend. She is in
love with Demetrius,

but he no longer loves
her back.

Titania is the Queen
of the Fairies and is
married to Oberon.

Oberon is King of
the Fairies and is

married to Titania.

Bottom is a weaver in
Athens. He is

rehearsing to be in a
play for the Duke’s

wedding celebrations.

Puck, also called
Robin Goodfellow, is a

fairy and Oberon’s
servant.

Demetrius is a
gentleman of the

court of Athens. He is
in love with Hermia,

and Egeus wants them
to marry.

Hermia is the daughter
of Egeus and is in love

with Lysander. Her
best friend is Helena.

Lysander is a
gentleman in the

court of Athens. He is
in love with Hermia.

Helena is Hermia’s
best friend. She is in
love with Demetrius,

but he no longer loves
her back.

TITANIA
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Anatomy of  
a Bassoon

-

-

The trumpet is a brass instrument, commonly used in clas
sical and jazz ensembles. It is played by blowing air into the 
mouthpiece and making a “buzzing” sound with the lips. A 
trumpet player can change the pitch or notes of the instru
ment by pressing the valves and adjusting the tuning slide.
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Boot JointLong Joint

Anatomy of  
a Bassoon

The bassoon is a double-reed instrument and a member of 
the woodwind family, along with clarinet, oboe, and flute. 

A person who plays the bassoon 
is called a bassoonist.

Bassoonists make their own reeds by 
carefully carving pieces of cane and 
wrapping them in wire and string.

The bassoon is 4'5" long—taller than  
most kids when it stands upright! 

Sound is created by blowing through a  
double reed that vibrates in your mouth. 
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Los Angeles Philharmonic OrchestraStory Synopsis
A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
Written by William Shakespeare
Young Hermia and Lysander love each other, 
but Hermia’s father wants her to marry 
Demetrius. One night, the couple fl ees for the 
forest near Athens so they can be together. 
Hermia’s friend Helena follows them, and 
Demetrius, who hopes that Hermia will choose 
him after all, also makes for the forest. 

The four Athenian youngsters are not alone, as 
Oberon, the king of fairies, and his mischievous 
minion Puck roam the forest in search of the fairy 
queen Titania. Because Oberon is upset with the 
fairy queen, he plans to make her look like a fool: 
They want to sprinkle magic fl ower juice on the 
sleeping Titania’s eyes, making her fall in love with 
the fi rst forest creature she sees upon waking. 

However, Oberon encounters Demetrius 
and Helena fi rst, and because Demetrius is 
mean to Helena, Oberon orders Puck to pour 
some of the magic potion on Demetrius’ 
eyes. Unfortunately, Puck mistakes Lysander 
for Demetrius, and thus Lysander receives 
the magic potion; after he wakes up, he 
sees Helena and falls in love with her. 

Hearing of Puck’s mistake, the angry Oberon 
charms Demetrius’ eyes. After waking up from 
sleep, Demetrius sees Helena and falls in love 

with her. Helena is confused, as now both 
Lysander and Demetrius are declaring their love 
for her, which also leaves Hermia puzzled. 

Meanwhile, Puck encounters a group of actors 
practicing a play in the forest. For fun, Puck 
transforms the head of one of the actors, 
Nick Bottom, into a donkey’s head. The acting 
group is terrifi ed and runs, leaving poor Nick 
Bottom alone in the forest. Nearby, Titania, 
whose eyes have been charmed by Oberon, 
awakens and sees the donkey-faced Nick 
Bottom, promptly falling in love with him. 

Oberon and Puck decide to reverse all of the 
spells and confusion they caused. Oberon 
fi rst undoes Titania’s enchantment, and Puck 
restores Nick Bottom to his former self. They 
then apply the antidote to the four Athenian 
youngsters, who are found sleeping in an open 
space in the forest. When they awaken, all that 
happened in the forest seems like a dream!  

“The course of true love never did run smooth.” 

— A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM, ACT 1, SCENE 1 
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Benefi ts Include:
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• An exclusive member-only experience 
for a Youth concert
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Hollywood Bowl or The Ford, including 
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• Year-round listing on the Walt Disney 
Concert Hall and Hollywood Bowl 
websites and acknowledgement at 
Symphonies for Youth concerts

Join Junior Patrons Today!
With support from the LA Phil Affi  liates, the Junior Patrons program enhances 
the concert-going experience for children who attend our performances, helping 
them feel included in our LA Phil family.

Get Your Tickets Today!
laphil.com/sfy
English/Español 323 850 2000  
Programs, artists, prices, and dates subject to change.
Ticket limits may apply. All sales are fi nal.

More Symphonies for Youth at Walt Disney Concert Hall
MAR 15 & 22, 2025
Harmony & Structure: An Introduction 
to the String Family
Experience a concert full of discoveries as we unpack 
the orchestra’s parts, from learning about instrument 
families, composers, and the musicians themselves. 
This concert is sure to inspire a new generation of 
music lovers. 

MAY 17 & 24, 2025
Painting with Music
From French Impressionist composers to 
contemporary artists, music has been a medium for 
artists to compose what they see. Experience some of 
music’s greatest painters by discovering the sounds of 
what we see around us. What is the sound of color and 
light? Of tra�  c and ocean? 


