
Artist Spotlight: Nina Huryn 

Nina Huryn Bio:  

Nina Vivian Huryn grew up in Cleveland, Ohio.  After graduating from The Cleveland 
Institute of Art she continued her career painting and constructing wearable art of 
leather, fabrics, and objects found in the streets.  Her work was exhibited nationally and 
internationally, 
and worn by rock and film stars.  In 1986 gallery owner Julie Schafler Dale featured 
several pieces by Nina in her book “Art to Wear”, Dale is planning an exhibition for the 
fall of 2019 at the Philadelphia Museum of Art featuring work from this book.  Last year a 
painted leather jacket Nina created in 1971 was part of the exhibit “Counter-Couture: 
Handmade Fashion in an American Counterculture” in New York City at the Museum of 
Art and Design - http://madmuseum.org/exhibition/counter-couture. 
     Nina currently lives in Cleveland, creating and exhibiting art-occasionally wearable 
but almost always featuring skeletons and a chunk of something found on the street.  
Her work includes large fabric and mixed media quilts, multi panel leather and trash 
assemblages, and tiny one piece leather/trash “collages” on wood.  Stories revolving 
around the celebration of life, nature, death, and afterlife provide the common thread 
that ties together her mix of artistic mediums. 
     To view a gallery of her work, link to her Etsy shop, and read her blog please visit 
www.ninahuryn.com. 
 
Artist Questionnaire: 

Website, Facebook page or Instagram page you would like listed to promote 
your work: 
 
Website: www.ninahuryn.com 

How long have you been part of Art Fur Animals? 

I have done 5 AFA dogs/cats: 2013 "Red Rover" 
                                                2014 "Old Yalla" 
                                                2015  "Watchy" - he was really cool!  
                                                2016  "Beefeater Jack" - my favorite dog 
                                                2017   "Puss in Boots" - my favorite cat! 

(see photos of Beefeater Jack and Puss in Boots on next page) 



          

Describe your artistic approach or process when creating an AFA Dog or Cat: 

I look at the white cat/dog for weeks and one day I'll suddenly know exactly what 
to do. 

Do you have a dog or cat rescue story to share? 

A scraggly brown tortoise shell cat came to live in my garden in winter 2013.  She 
soon gave birth to three kittens in a shelter box then immediately became 
pregnant again and had a litter of five in the spring.  A she fter the kittens were 
adopted I was able to get her spayed, Yay!!  She lived in the garage and was very 
nice so I gradually invited her to live in the house with me and the other 
cats.  Once in the house she became a tyrant and a bully!   Her meow was a 
nasty growl and ....she sprayed the bathroom wall with pee!!!  I had to ask her to 
leave.  She continued to live in the garage until Halloween when she 
disappeared.  I didn't see her again until New Year’s when she showed up at my 
door limping, obviously in pain.  I let her in and fixed her a bed expecting to take 
her to a vet in the morning.  In the morning she was a little better, so I left her 
alone and she took care of herself and quickly healed.  She didn't leave the house 
until spring, and she was welcome to stay!  In her absence she had: 1. changed 
her voice - no more creepy growl, she spoke like the other cats.  2. No more 
bullying, she was polite and respectful to all. But not a wimp, no one messes with 
her either!  3. She has never, ever gone outside the litter box - no even by 
accident!  I don't know where she went for two months but she must have done a 
lot of thinking.  Her plan was perfect.  She has lived with me for almost 4 years.


