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Fall is quickly approaching and it will 
soon be time to go to the polls and 

vote.  Before you make your way to the 
ballot box, I hope that you will review 
and consider the voting records of your 
state representative and senator on issues 
involving retired teachers.  If you have 
forgotten how your legislators voted, 
please review the June 2016 issue of the 

Bulletin Board on the Indiana Retired Teachers Association’s 
website,  www.retiredteachers.org.  
We have been informed that a legislative study group was 
formed this summer to review again the Defined Contribution 
plan for use in Indiana.  Once this plan is initiated for the hiring 
of new teachers, it will be very easy to turn it into the default for 
all educators.  This will eventually affect all retired educators’ 
pensions as monies that would have gone into the teachers’ 
retirement funds will no longer be propping up the fund for 
current retirees.  Thus, pension funds for current members 
could be reduced.
Besides affecting all pension recipients, it is a shame to think 
that future educators will not have the security of a lifetime 
pension.  The change will become just another move by the 
state legislature to privatize Indiana’s educational system.  
What once was established by our Indiana forefathers as a free 
public education for all is quickly turning into a caste system of 
education for the rich and penitence for the middle and lower 
classes.
Two years ago I had a legislator tell me, “Well, if it (charter 
schools and vouchers) don’t work out, we can always go back to 
the way it was.”  Wow, how could that ever be?  Generations of 
young people will have lost out on a quality education, qualified 
teachers will no longer be available, and our educational system 
will require years, if not decades, to recover. How can we go 
back when there will be none to show the way?
Unfortunately, these ideas of eliminating pensions and 
privatizing education are not ideas originating in Indiana.  The 
ideas can be found occurring in many states across the nation.  
They originate from the agenda of The American Legislative 
Exchange Council (ALEC).  Go to your computer and “Google” 
information about the Council.  It is extremely disturbing.  
Unfortunately, many of Indiana’s legislators are strong 
supporters of ALEC.  The Indiana Education Reform Package 

Executive Director’s Message

A Message From the President

As summer slips away we have been 
very active and busy at IRTA. We are 

right in the middle of our membership 
drive, just finished our summer committee 
meetings, attending the legislative summer 
study committee meetings on pensions and 
the Indiana Pension Retirement System 
board meetings, and preparing for our Fall 
Workshops. 

Your IRTA continues to be your watchdog on legislative 
action against your pensions and we attend all the Indiana 
Retirement Pension Retirement System board meetings to find 
out information that may directly affect retired educators now 
and in the future. The war on public pensions and the pressure 
to privatize governmental services and pensions is very real 
in Indiana and across the nation. Dennis’s letter spells out the 
issues and problems we continue to battle at the state level.
A new area of concern that came forward in July was Governor 
Pence’s Plan for Hoosier Innovation and Entrepreneurship. 
Part of the plan was a request from the Governor to have 
INPRS invest up to $500 million dollars in early-stage and 
mid-market Indiana companies. Red flags immediately arose.  
I spoke the next day with Steve Russo, executive director for 
INPRS, about this announcement. Here are the findings that 
Steve shared with me in our conversation and this was again 
shared with the Legislative Pension and Oversight Committee 
Meeting in late August:

created in 2011 is the model legislative policy promoted by 
ALEC for national use.  As a proud Hoosier, I think it is time 
to elect politicians who will think for themselves and not be 
swayed by the money and rhetoric from an outside political 
machine.
We have the opportunity this November to make a statement to 
our state and national leadership.  Make sure you exercise that 
right this fall and support public education.
“Let us make future generations remember us as proud 
ancestors just as, today, we remember our forefathers.”           - 
Roh Moo-hyun

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11 
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IRTA
51st Annual

Representative 
Assembly

Ray Jones received the Sagamore of the 
Wabash Award, pesented by Senator Greg 

Walker, District 41

Entertainer, Guest Speaker, Author
James Madison

Goldie Jones receiving a badger 
as an award for her volunteering

The Indiana Retired Teachers Association held their annual Representative Assembly 
on June 15, 2016.  It was well attended and enjoyed by all.



IRTA
Commuity Service
2016 Clock Awards

Area 1 Winner
Janice Irvine

Area 2 Winner
Bill Wilder

Area 3 Winner
Linda Bowlin

Area 4 Winner
Lucy Weiland

Area 5 Winner
Jan DeJarnatt

Area 6 Winner
Janice McGuire

(Linda Morris accepting for her)

Area 7 Winner
Sandra Chandler

Area 8 Winner
Benny Holt

Area 9 Winner
Lino Wiseman

Area 10 Winner
Donna Sullivan
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The awards were sponsored by AMBA and 
presented by Sudi Naraine
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Each year scholarships are awarded to juniors or seniors in an Indiana college or university who are in 
a program leading to a degree in education.  

Ellen Gobert, Greencastle
The area 4 recipient is Ellen Gobert of Greencastle. 
She attends Indiana University in Bloomington 
where she is completing a degree in Speech and 
Language Pathology. As a college student, Ellen 
has been actively involved in Campus Crusades for 

Christ, National Student Speech Language Hearing Association, 
National Society of Collegiate Scholars, and helped found a 
campus chapter of International Justice Mission which spreads 
awareness to help end modern day slavery. Upon graduation 
Ellen plans to earn her Master’s Degree to become a licensed 
speech and language pathologist in order to work in a school 
system as a speech teacher. 

IRTF 2016 Scholarship Winners

Molly Wolfe, Beech Grove
The Area 5 recipient is Molly Wolfe of Beech Grove. 
She is attending the University of Indianapolis 
where she is a junior in Elementary Education. 
Since high school she has been very involved 
in her university’s chapter of Student Education 
Association, and she also serves in representing 

Uindy as a Presidential Ambassador and a Freshman Threshold 
Christian Retreat Leader. She has also been a student presenter 
for the past two years at the School of Education’s annual Future 
Teacher Day. While attending Uindy, Molly has achieved Dean’s 
List every semester and has served as one of her local elementary 
school’s Junior Scientist Classroom Leader. 

Trent Moorehead, Aurora
The Area 10 scholarship winner is Trent Moorhead, 
of Aurora. Trent will be a junior at Indiana 
University in the fall where he is pursuing a degree 
in secondary mathematics education. A 2016 
Founder’s Scholar (GPA of 3.8 or higher), Trent is 
actively involved with the IU School of Education 
as a member of the Dean’s Advisory Council. 

Additionally, he was selected as an honorary student presenter 
at the School of Education’s Exemplary Teaching Conference 
this past spring. Trent looks forward to carrying on a family 
tradition of teaching, as he has nine family members who have 
all pursued careers as educators. 

Chloe Dilger, Ferdinand
The Area 9 Scholarship Recipient is Chloe Dilger, 
from Ferdinand, Indiana, which is in Area 9 of 
the Indiana Retired Teachers Association. Chloe 
attends the University of Southern Indiana 
where she will be entering her junior year 
studying elementary education. While attending 

USI, Chloe has been involved in the Kappa Delta Pi Education 
Sorority, College Mentors for Kids, and has participated in 
several intramural sports. Chloe also works part-time at the USI 
Children’s Learning Center as a student worker

Natalie Radtke
Natalie Radtke is the Scholarship Winner 
for Area 1. Natalie attends Purdue NW 
at the North Central campus where she 
is completing her Elementary Education 
Program. While attending North Judson San-

Pierre HS, Natalie was very active in 4-H, was the 2013 Royalty 
Winner, and still continues to help. While attending college, 
Natalie works at First Farmers Bank and Trust. She also teaches 
at her church in Sunday School and substitute teaches. She 
has been on the Honor Roll for three semesters and is also a 
member of Kappa Delta Pi.

Sarah Miller, Bluffton
The area 6 Scholarship recipient is Sarah Miller 
of Bluffton. Sarah attends Huntington University 
in Huntington, where she is pursuing her dream 
of double majoring in Elementary and Special 
Education. She is graduating from college in three 
years due to coming into college with so many high 

school dual credit classes. Sarah is a part of Kappa Delta Pi as a 
secretary as well as helping with the ABLE program on campus. 
She is also very active in her church, as well as helping with 
the youth along with the children’s area. Also, she dedicates her 
time as an assistant middle school cheer coach. 

Zack Housholder, LaGrange
Zack Housholder won the IRTF Scholarship for 
Area 2. Zack is from LaGrange, and is a senior at 
Ball State University, studying Health & Physical 
Education. Fitness and health is something Zack 
has always been passionate about. He is very much 
looking forward to sharing his passion with future 

generations of students. Zack will be student teaching in the 
Spring of 2017 on Rammstein Air Force Base in Germany, 
working with American military families.  

Chaz Gabriel, Kokomo
Chaz Gabriel is the Area 3 Recipient from 
Kokomo. Chaz is currently enrolled in his junior 
year at Butler, majoring in Elementary Education 
with a minor in Mild Intervention. Chaz is a 
member of Delta Tau Delta Fraternity, where 

he served as Campus Relations Chair for a year. He is also a 
member of Butler’s club Answers for Autism, and works part 
time as an after school daycare worker at the International 
School of Indianapolis. 

Haeli Morgan, Columbus
The Area 7 Scholarship recipient is Haeli Morgan 
of Columbus. She is attending IUPU-Columbus 
where she is majoring in elementary education 
with a special education concentration. At Indiana 
University-Purdue University-Columbus, she 

is a member of the Alpha Lambda Delta Honor Society and 
volunteers at several campus events each year. Haeli has made 
the Dean’s List for four consecutive semesters. Haeli also works 
as a preschool teacher while attending college. 

Tessa Makximenko, Bedford
The Area 8 Scholarship Recipient is Tessa 
Makximenko, of Bedford. Tessa is attending Ball 
State University where she is completing her 
degree in Elementary Education. As a mentor in 
College Mentors for Kids, she has the opportunity 
to work one-on-one with elementary students to 
promote the community and higher education. 

Tessa also volunteers for The Prism Project at Ball State, which 
is a performing arts program for students with special needs. 



Candidate Responses to Pension Questionaire

We sent a questionnaire to the two leading candidates for governor in mid-August pertaining to public pensions 
and compensation issues that we felt were important to you as retired educators. At the time of this newsletter 
being sent to the publisher we had no responses from Lt. Governor Eric Holcomb. We called to remind his office 
and offered a 4 day extension from our first deadline in which to respond. If we receive information from the Lt. 
Governor in the near future, we will publish and place it on our website once we receive it.

The following responses in italics are from, John Gregg, the Democratic candidate for governor: 

1) Do you believe retired educators should receive a Cost of Living increase and a “13th Check” each year?
Yes – and I am proud to say that throughout my time in the state legislature I always voted for the “13th Check.” 
That support will continue as Governor.

2) Do you believe retired educators have earned the right to retire with independence and dignity? If so, what 
it the best method to achieve it?
Yes. Education is a selfless profession, one that requires a passion and dedication to others. After years of service, 
educators should be celebrated for their hard work. Before retirement, we must make sure educators are earning 
good wages – one that makes raising a family affordable and less-burdensome on pocketbooks. We must also 
protect the retirement funds of teachers and all public employees from privatization of any kind. (I voted for the 
‘Rule of 85’ when it passed in 1989).
 
3) Would you consider increasing the amount of the “13th Check” or stipend, since it has never been increased 
since its inception? If so, how much increase would you support? Do you believe increasing the amount each 
year?
I would support this and would be willing to work with the members of the General Assembly, your organization 
and other stakeholders to arrive at an appropriate number. 

4) Are you going to advocate, or support, the Defined Contribution retirement plan over the Defined Benefit 
Plan for new education hires?
As I always have, I will advocate for and support the Defined Benefit Retirement Plan (Pensions) for existing and 
new teachers. I will protect teacher pensions from privatization or other attempts to weaken them. Pensions are 
a great recruitment tool, they provide for reliable income in retirement and they work. State government should 
not mettle in something that is working and solvent. 

** Lt. Governor Holcomb had not responded to these questions at press time.

5



Memorials & Fund Contributors from September 2015–August 2016
Phyllis Abel, Noblesville, IN
Scott Lee Ackerson, Bloomington, IN
Gene Adamczyk, Porter County
Robert Adams, Columbus, IN
Wendell Adams, Clinton, IN
Cholene Anderson, Noble County
Edwin Andrews Ph.D, Porter County
Edgar Leo Axsom, Bloomington, IN
Ralph Ayers, Chesteron, IN
Barbara Ballman, Columbus, IN
Ruth Ann Batta, Sunman, IN
Don Kaye Beaver, Indianapolis, IN
Lois G. Becker, Terre Haute
Ronald Dean Bedwell, Sr., Porter County
Marjorie Benner, Fountain City, IN
Rhenda Gwen Benson, Bloomington
Beatrice E. Bergstrom, Porter County
Helen Ruth Bishop, Brownsburg, IN
Geraldine Black, Terre Haute, IN
Monica Black, Bloomington, IN
Bob Branigan, Milan, IN
Donald C. Brink, Porter County
Robert Brokamp, Batesville, IN
Carolyn Burk, Brazil, IN
Jean C. Carr, Indianapolis
Richard Chaffee, Morris, IN
Christ Christoff, Porter County
Ed Cissna, Santa Claus, IN
Loretta ‘Lorrie’ Jean Cohen, Porter 
Florence Coldren, Portland IN
Dorothy Crawley, Rushville, IN
Warren A. Crowder, Porter County
Bettye Crowley, Evansville, IN
JoAnne Davis, Columbus, IN
Harold Demaree, Vevay, IN
Thelma Dibble, Rising Sun, IN
Odessa Dimmett, Lynnville, IN
Alma Marie Dinsmore, Lebanon, IN
Diane H Diston, Porter County
Irene Dove, Kendallville, IN
Marva Lee Dyer, Rushville, IN
Joan Elkins, Columbus, IN
Rosalie Emerick, Hartford, MI
Larry Enochs, Columbus, IN
Margarette Catherine Farr, Onalaska, TX
Gail Farris, Dearborn Cty
Mary Fenske, Columbus, IN
Victor Fields, Montezuma, IN
Frederick J. Fishback, Indianapolis, IN
James Michael Forsberg, Bloomington
Wilma Foster, Columbus, IN
Francis Frazier, New Castle, IN
John D. Fultz, Salem, IN
Herbert Galbraith, Knightsville, IN
Mary K. Gasser, Porter County
Jane Gaunt, Evansville, IN
Louise Gayhart, Porter County
Edith “Edie” J. Gee, Porter County

Mike Gelarden, Fulda, IN
Cynthia AnnGerber, Clay City, IN
Helen Gibson, Porter County
Hunter Goin, Columbus, IN
Alfred S. Govorchin, Porter County
Nancy Green, Columbus, IN
Ruth Mary Guth, Columbus, IN
Bob Haas, Rockport, IN
Dr. Paul Hagan, Rockport, IN
Margaret Hakes, New Castle, IN
Richard Hakes, New Castle, IN
Charles Hale, Richmond, IN
Don Harman, Bennington, IN
Mary Jane Hasler, Bloomington, IN
Ray Hay, Rushville, IN
Richard H. Helton, Danville, IN
Willard Henderson, Columbus, IN
Sandra Hertling, Bloomington, IN
Phyllis Hess, Brazil, IN
O.B. Hobbs, Danville, IN
Donald B. Hogan, Indianapolis, IN
Linda L. Hogan, Indianapolis, IN
Abell Hooton, Milan, IN
Norma Horn, Columbus, IN
Richard “Dick” Horn, Richmond, IN
Duane Horrall, Columbus, IN
Beverly House, Noblesville, IN
Nancy Howell N., Webster, IN
Leon Huffman, Columbus, IN
JoAnn Hutsell, Bloomington
Abigail Hutton, Plainfield, IN
Dorothea Johnson, Zionsville, IN
Jerry L. Keener, Bloomington, IN
Roger Owen Kelly, Porter County
Louise Kendall, Rushville, IN
Virgil Kesler, Dunkirk, IN
Bob King, Shelbyville, IN
Tara Kingston, Porter County
Deborah O’Bryan Knapik, Porter County
Janet Koger, New Castle, IN
Linda Kuntz, Auburn, IN
Mary June Leamon, Richmond, IN
Phyllis “Phoebe” Lewandowski, Porter
Genevieve “Jean” Lipniskis, Porter
Florence R. Long, Porter County
Kathleen Ludwig, Porter County
Lynn Francres Lukmann, Porter County
Thelma Lundy, Salem, IN
Ted Marston, Columbus, IN
Jesse E. McCune, Terre Haute, IN
Martha McPherson, Reelsville, IN
Louise Michael , Rockville, IN
William Henry Miller, Porter County
Marilyn, Modesitt, Plainfield, IN
Martin J. Moore, Indianapolis, IN
Allen Morison, Bloomington, IN
James Mueller, Kendallville, IN
Bob Myers, Knightstown, IN

Don Myers, Ripley Cty
Larry Nicholson, Tavares, FL
Linda Oelker, Sunman, IN
Leonard Orr, Covington, IN
Kathleen Ruth Patterson, Porter County
Dr. Kenneth L. Payne, Porter County
Valeria Pemberton, Columbus, IN
Shirley Peters, Zanesville, OH
Sally Peterson, Kendallville, IN
Sue Peyton (Corley), Porter County
Jesse E. Pitts, Brazil, IN
Roberta  Porter, Rush Cty
Phyllis Powell, New Castle, IN
Marka Presslor, Rockville, IN
Ferne E. Price, Terre Haute, IN
Nancy Radcliffe, Maitland, IN
Rebecca Rehbei, Columbus, IN
June Rendaci, Rosedale, IN
Martha Joyce Rhoda, Porter County
Luther Rice, Aurora, IN
Anna Richie, Milan, IN
Hobart Risley, New Castle, IN
Yolanda ‘Yoli’ Rivera Macias, Porter
Charles Rodgers, Bloomington, IN
Clarice Rogers, Greenbank, WA
Louise Gossett Roush, North Salem, IN
Mary Evelyn Rupp, Greendale, IN
John Fred Russell, Vevay, IN
P.M. Sanders, Spencer County
Imogene W. Sauma, Columbus, IN
William Schein, Milan, IN
Leanne Schemenaur, Indianapolis, IN
Pauline Schone, Batesville, IN
Nancy Schumann, Columbus, IN
Gaye Anne Riner Scott, Jamestown, IN
Thomas P. Shank, Jr, Winamac, IN
Mary Jane Slaughter, Lebanon, IN
Kathryn J. Sliger, Porter County
Alfred “Al” Smith, Chesterton, IN
Jacqueline (Jackie) Smith, Tipton, IN
Mildred  Smith, Columbus, IN
Kathryn Juday Spahr, Crossville, TN
Dorothy Catherine Spore, Bloomington, 
Edra Staffieri, Indianapolis, IN
Eileen Steigerwalt, Columbus, IN
Bill Sturbaum, Bloomington, IN
Waneta Sutton, Venice Beach, FL
Charlie Terril, West Lebanon, IN
Laverta Terry, Blomington, IN
Wayne “Doug” Terry, Porter County
Shirley Thomas, Logansport, IN
Lawrence & Mildred Thompson, 
Shelbyville, IN
Margaret “Peg” Toth, Vincennes, IN
Dr. James Robert Trost, Porter County
Marilyn Turner, Porter County
Ben Varner, Tell City, IN
Oliver Leslie, Warner, Zionsville, IN

6



7

Edra Staffieri, Indianapolis, IN
Eileen Steigerwalt, Columbus, IN
Bill Sturbaum, Bloomington, IN
Waneta Sutton, Venice Beach, FL
Charlie Terril, West Lebanon, IN
Laverta Terry, Blomington, IN
Wayne "Doug" Terry, Porter County
Shirley Thomas, Logansport, IN
Lawrence & Mildred Thompson
Margaret "Peg" Toth, Vincennes, IN

Dr. James Robert Trost, Porter
Marilyn Turner, Porter County
Ben Varner, Tell City, IN
Oliver Leslie, Warner, Zionsville, IN
John Webb, Rushville, IN
Susy Beiswanger Weimer, Kendallville, 
Marjorie White, Richmond, IN
Phillip White, Williamsport, IN
Phyllis Wibbeler, Dale, IN
Charles R. Wilhelm, Carmel, IN

Richard "Dick" Wilson, Porter
Wendell Witsman, Rushville, IN
Trevor Max Wolfe, Lebanon, IN
Miriam R. Woodrow, Kingman, IN
Tom Woodward, Somerset, KY
Gene Glass Wozniak, Salem, IN
John Wright, Muncie, IN 
Georgia Wynn, Richmond, IN
Sandra Kay Young, Richmond, IN

Fund Contributors
Katherine Adkins, Derby, KS
Walter Aldorisio, Greenwood, IN
Diane&James Armstrong, Chesterton
Sandra Ave, Vincennes, IN
Tom Baker, Birmingham, AL
Jay & Pat Bechtel, Valparaiso, IN
Linda Bell, Greenfield, IN
Charles Berhalter, Rome City, IN
Nancy Bernthal, Valparaiso, IN
Stephanie Booth, Warsaw, IN
Jane Boultinghouse, Rockport, IN
Luetta & Roger Bowen, Portland, IN
Joyce E. Chambers, South Bend, IN
Barry & Paulette, Conrad, Wabash, IN
Mary Lou Conway, New Castle, IN
Janice Custer, Chesterton, IN
John Doe, Indianapolis, IN
Paula Dyer, Wabash, IN
Vance & Ann England, Richmond, IN
Linda Ferrill, St. Simons, GA
Mary Fisher, Granger, IN
M.M. Garvin, Fort Wayne, IN
Cheryl Goodin, Greefield, IN
Carol & Dwight Grieser, Goshen, IN
Bobby Harber, Rose Hill, VA
Loretta S. Harlan, Terre Haute, IN
Dale & Rita Harris, Ft Myers, FL
Martha Hays, Indianapolis, IN
David Hobson, Unionville, IN
Jean Hoffman, Greensburg, IN
Peggy Hollingsworth, Connersville, IN
Kay Horn, Rochester, IN
Judy Hostetler, Fremont, IN
Jonna Isaacs, Oakland City, IN

Patricia Jensen, New Albany, IN
Diana L. Johnson, Bloomington, IN
Paula Jones, Jasonville, IN
Rosemary Jones, Rensselaer, IN
Charles Kavanaugh, Montgomery, IN 
Patricia Keefe, Shoals, IN
Daniel Keilman, Chesterton, IN
William Kirk, Moorseville, IN
Sally Klingerman, Indianapolis, IN
Myron Knauff, Valparaiso, IN
Janella Knierim, Brazil, IN
Bonnie Koontz, Seymour, IN
Robert & Janice Kraft, Evansville, IN
Dorothy Kurtz, Ogden Dunes, IN
Carol Larson, Elkhart, IN
Karen Lee, Greenfield, IN
Susan Leonard, Fishers, IN
H. Jeanette Lesich, St. John, IN
John Lewis IV, Seymour, IN
Marjorie Lilley, Hamilton, IN
Margaret K. Maier, Indianapolis, IN
Charlotte Martin, Indianapolis, IN
William&Janice McFerran, Greenwood
Janice L. Meiners, Indianapolis, IN
William & Peggy Mellish, Elkhart, IN
Janice Merritt, Rensselaer, IN
Geraldine Moisant, Tucson, AZ
Darlene Moorehead, Muncie, IN
Linda Morris, Parker City, IN
Catherine Mund, Aurora, IN
Linda Owens, Clearwater, Fl
Kathleen & Charles Painter, Spiceland
Don & Claire Park, Muncie, IN
Doug Patterson, Palm Coast, FL

Alice Pearson, New Albany, IN
Roleen Pickard, Rockville, IN
Ken & Susie Pierce, Clinton, IN
Thomas Piles, Fishers, IN
Carole M Podwell, Kokomo, IN
Anne Prather, Charlotte, NC
Kay Pruett, Avon, IN
George Rogers, New Albany, IN
Mary Jane Rose, Trafalgar, IN
Vicki Rose, Tipton, IN
Patricia A. Rutherford, Newburgh, IN
Linda Sanders, Bedford, IN
Mary Saunders, Salem, IN
Connie Schakel, Knightstown, IN
Dr. Paul J. Schumacher, Indianapolis
Harry Secrest, Brazil, IN
Catherine Sheehan, Niles, MI 
Mary Jane Smith, Greenfield, IN
Arnold & Milly Spilly, Carmel, IN
Etta Stewart, Merrillville, IN
Linda M. Strosnider, Washington, IN
Anne C. Summers, Longboat Key, FL
Don & Eden Thompson, Mesa, AZ
Dan Ullery, Brazil, IN
John W. Wall, Shelbyville, IN
Margaret Walton, Lewisville, IN 
Kenneth Warbritton, Manteca, CA
Roberta Weliever, Brazil, IN
Marilyn J. White, Jeffersonville, IN
Tharen J. White, Carmel, IN
Nathan Wolf, New Albany, IN 
Jean Zerkel, New Palestine, IN 

Hendricks County RTA
Henry County RTA
Jackson County RTA
Jay County RTA
Johnson County RTA
Knox County RTA
Kosciusko County Community 
Foundation
Lake County RTA
LaPorte County RTA
Madison County RTA

Organizational Contributors
Monroe-Owen RTA
Morgan County RTA
Noble County RTA
Ohio-Switzerland RTA
Orange County RTA
Parke-Vermillion RTA
Porter County RTA
Pulaski County RTA
Ripley County
Rush County RTA
Scott County RTA

Spencer County RTA
Steuben County RTA
Sullivan County RTA
Tippecanoe-Benton-Carroll RTA
Tipton County RTA
Wabash County RTA
Warrick County RTA
Washington County RTA
Wayne County RTA
Wayne Township RTA
Whitewater Valley RTA
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An Indiana Author 
and Former 
Educator from 
Randolph County
The Prairie Farmer, 
takes place in 1917-
1918 in southern 
Indiana. World War 
I has been raging 
in Europe and the 
Spanish Influenza 

has taken hold and will not let go. Tenant 
farmer, Owen Clark has succumbed to the 
flu which he contracted from a returning 
soldier. Owen leaves his wife, Jenny with 
four young children and a fifth on the way. 
Land owner, Elmer Vance needing another 
tenant advertises in The Prairie Farmer 
magazine for another tenant. With the 
arrival of the new farm hand, Jenny and her 
children will have to move. Her only living 
relative is a sister who is of little help. The 
Prairie Farmer is an historical fiction of how 
it was for women in the not too distant past. 
It is Jenny Clark’s story.
The story has been well received by readers. 
It is available through Amazon.com, Barnes 
and Nobles, or by contacting the author, 
Ann Alexander, for a signed copy. Ann 
Alexander is the pen name for author, 
Beverly Schemmer, retired Indiana teacher 
and elementary principal.  The price is 
$14.99 plus postage. Ann’s email address is 
baschemmer@gmail.com.

To the dear friends who contributed to 
my retirement gift last year, several of 
whom have asked if I’ve traveled yet, I 
want to bring you up to date.  I decid-
ed that rather than one big trip, I would 
break it into several smaller ones.  I 
first flew to Austin to visit my brother.  
In November, my daughter and I spent 
a week in Sacramento to celebrate my 
granddaughter’s birthday.  Finally, both 
daughters and I spent several days in my 
favorite place on the beach in St. Pete.  I 
just wanted you to know that your kind-
ness has been appreciated over and over.  
I am certainly blessed to have had the 

chance to work with all of you.   
-Nancy

Apple Bytes



9

Take a Closer Look!
Your membership with Indiana Retired Teachers Association (IRTA) offers you a full suite
of benefits and discounts. Are you taking full advantage of your membership?
Check out your IRTA benefits today!

• Dental & Vision
• Cancer/Heart/Stroke Coverage
• Medicare Supplement
• Life Insurance
• Emergency Air & Ground 

Transportation Plan
• Rental Car Discounts
• La Quinta Inn & Suites Discount
• Computer Discounts
• 1-800-Flowers Discount
• Dining Discounts
• Pet Insurance
• Cruise and Vacation Package Discounts

Visit myAMBAbenefits.info/INRTA
or call 1-800-258-7041

to find out more!

Benefits provided by



VARIANCE REPORT BALANCE SHEET
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An Exclusive Opportunity for the Members of the Indiana Retired Teachers Association
Colonial and Revolutionary Virginia: Jamestown, Williamsburg, Yorktown

May 21-27, 2017

Embark on a journey through Virginia’s “Historic Triangle” with no less than a dozen historians and
other experts. Delve into Virginia society, from the establishment of the first successful British

outpost at Jamestown in 1607 through the end of British rule only a few miles away at Yorktown in
1781. Traveling between these sites, pause to visit the Colonial capital in Williamsburg. Learn about
the development of plantation society, slavery and the role of religion and events leading to the Siege

of Yorktown. You'll also enjoy a unique tavern dining experience.
Program Highlights:

• Relish an in-depth look with the head curator at the incredible Jamestown Rediscovery
Project, where archaeology is uncovering the original fort.

• Experience William & Mary's Wren Building and the historical Duke of Gloucester Street,
heart of Colonial Williamsburg, with a knowledgeable interpreter.

• Follow your instructor across the earthworks to the field where American independence was
guaranteed by the surrender of Lord Cornwallis.

Program Price:
• Double Occupancy: $999  • Single Occupancy: $1179



SIGN UP FIVE NEW MEMBERS AND RECEIVE A $25 GIFT CARD!
THE CARD WILL BE SENT IMMEDIATELY, SO PUT YOUR NAME AT THE BOTTOM 
OF THE REGISTRATION BLANK AND WIN!  YOUR LOCAL OFFICERS WILL HAVE 

MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION BLANKS.
AT THE END OF THE MEMBERSHIP YEAR, THE PERSON WHO SIGNS UP THE MOST 

MEMBERS WILL RECEIVE A $100 GIFT CARD.

•  INPRS is an independent body by statute and has a fiduciary 
duty solely to its members within statutory and regulatory 
constraints. (Meaning any decisions by the INPRS board that 
is not in the best interest of its members would be illegal and 
punishable by law.)
• Decisions to establish additional funds to support the 
Governor’s plan are at the sole discretion of INPRS and will be 
done in accordance to their fiduciary duty. INPRS will maintain 
all oversight and due diligence to ensure investments are made 
in the best interests of its members. (Just like they do for all their 
investments)
•  Any company invested in would be vetted like any other 
investment that INPRS makes and they use independent 
financial professionals for their investments advice.
•  Since 2002, INPRS has prudently achieved a 7.2% annualized 
return on 350 million dollars of commitments to Indiana-
focused privately owned companies and funds.
•  Investment gains will go directly into the INPRS retirement 
funds.
After our conversation I felt the retirement funds were secure 
with INPRS’s investment policies and guidelines. I do not like 
the idea of legislators using the retirement fund as an investment 
tool for pet projects, or political gain, as it sets a poor precedent.
I received a letter back from Governor Pence’s office late in 
August explaining where he was going to direct the budget 
reserves from this past fiscal year. This year’s reserves were going 
to help fund improvements on our roads and bridges which is 
not a surprise. Thank you to those that wrote Governor Pence 
requesting that he place the additional funds in the Pension 
Stabilization Fund
The first Legislative Pension Management Oversight Committee 
Meeting this summer had these topics brought forward and will 
be further discussed during the upcoming meetings and during 
the legislative session in January. The topics: Cost of Living 
Increase, 13th Check increase, along with the Defined Benefit 
and Defined Contribution debate for new teacher hires.
You will find in this newsletter questions that were sent to the 
two leading candidates for governor. As I write this letter only 
Candidate Gregg has responded. We hope that Lt. Governor 
Holcomb will respond so we know his thoughts about our 
pension issues.
For further information on your representative or senator’s 
voting record, please refer back to the March 2016 Bulletin 

Board Edition. If you no longer have the hard copy, the electronic 
version is on our website.
A group that fights for Public Education is the Indiana Coalition 
for Public Education. They have recently released a report card 
for each legislator that is up for re-election. They based their 
grades on the past two years on the candidates voting record on 
various education bills.  You may access this report at www.icpe.
com to find out how your legislators voted on the bills.   
Something new IRTA will start in January is a weekly podcasts 
about the legislative session. This will be downloadable off of 
our website so you can listen online at your leisure. We will 
review legislative actions the past week and what we foresee 
coming in the upcoming week on legislation that deals with 
retired educators. We will also use the podcast to inform you of 
IRTA news, benefits and interviews of interest to IRTA.
IRTA offers educational and informational material on our 
website. We have sponsored two webcasts, the first one was 
on Cash Flow Planning and the second one was about Estate 
Planning. Both are now available on our website. E-book 
offerings on retirement planning and being a board member 
are now available on our website. A variety of blogs on various 
topics are on our site as well. If you have topics that you would 
like more information about, please let us know as we will find 
the resources and publish or record the information on our 
website.
IRTA continually adds information through our Facebook and 
Twitter accounts. Please like us on Facebook and Twitter and 
share any articles you find informative. Our new benefits and 
updates will be found on our website at www.retiredteachers.
org.  
We believe IRTA is the best deal and product for retired 
educators and future retirees. We have added many benefits the 
past 18 months that more than pay for a yearly membership. 
Verizon and AT&T are now offering 18% discounts on their cell 
phone services. HotelStorm is a recent addition and offering 
some great discounts on hotel rooms. We have added some 
more travel company options and will be sponsoring a trip to 
Williamsburg, VA next spring through RoadScholar.  We have 
a variety of other companies that will offer IRTA members a 
discount.
Have a great fall season and hope to see you at the workshops 
in your area.
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