
Update from Washington 

• Budget Update 
• Social Security 

• Medicaid 



Budget Negotiations 

• Government funding 
• Spending limits- November 5, 2015 
• Offsetting costs 



Lifeline Programs— 
What Are They?   

• Medicaid, Medicare, 
Social Security 
(SSDI), Supplemental 
Security Income 

• Collectively called 
“lifeline” 

• Access to health care 
and community living 
support  



Social Security & SSI: Our 
Lifeline 

• Social Security is: 
• Retirement insurance 
• Disability insurance 
• Survivors insurance 

 

• 165 million workers pay into 
Social Security and 59 million 
Americans receive benefits 
 

• Over 8 million people receive 
Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI) 
 

Retirees & 
dependents 

71% 

Survivors & 
dependents 

10% 

Disabled 
workers & 

dependents 
19% 



Keeping Social Security 
Strong 

• Workers & employers pay for Social Security 
through payroll taxes (FICA taxes): 
 
 
 

• Social Security combined Trust Funds: 
– Large surpluses, currently 
– Can pay full scheduled benefits through 2034 

• But...DI Trust Fund, by itself: expires in 2016 
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DI Fund: 
Disability Insurance 

Trust Fund (.9%) 

OASI Fund: 
Old-Age and Survivors Insurance  

Trust Fund (5.3%) 



  SSDI 

• Reallocation: 
– Modest, temporary shift in the share of payroll 

taxes going to the DI Trust Fund 
– Secures both funds through 2034 
– Congress has reallocated 11 times in the past on 

a bipartisan basis, equally between funds 
– President’s FY 2016 budget proposal 
– Social Security Earned Benefits Protection 

Act of 2015 (S. 2090; H.R. 3621) 
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Reallocation or merging the Trust Funds: 
common-sense, responsible solutions. 



  SSDI 
 
 
• Merging the Trust Funds: 

– Secures Social Security through 2034 
– Reflects the reality of Social Security as one 

system, paid for by workers and employers 
– Removes needless future crisis points 
– One Social Security Act (H.R. 3150) 
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Reallocation or merging the Trust Funds: 
common-sense, responsible solutions. 



What May Happen? 
SSDI:  

• 20% benefit cut for 11+ million, end of 2016 
• Proposals to cut benefits and/or eligibility 
• Proposals to only secure SSDI for a few 

years  
 

Social Security: Proposals to cut benefits or 
to set up a Social Security Commission to 
explore cuts 
 

SSI: Proposals to cut SSDI may also affect 
SSI, particularly cuts to eligibility 
 



Risks to Medicaid 

Cutting the funding 

Removing the entitlement 

Repeal of the Medicaid expansion 

Per Capita Caps 



Possible Effects of Threats 

Individuals and 
states lose their 

entitlements 

Shrinking 
federal support 

No federal rules 
or protections 

More Cost 
shifting to 

state/beneficiary 

Waiting lists 
grow 

Reduce or 
eliminate 
services 



Our Message: Congress 
Must Act 

• Merge Social Security’s trust funds or reallocate 
existing payroll taxes 
with no cuts to benefits, eligibility, or coverage 
 

• Secure SSDI’s finances through 2034 (even path 
with the rest of Social Security) 

 
• Reject approaches that only address SSDI’s 

finances for a few years 



Tool Kits 
Chapter version in the Chapter section of  The Arc’s Website 
 
More general version accessible from public website  
 
Will likely need to refresh as this was targeted to summer recess period 
 



What Can You Do? 

• Sign up to receive “Capitol Insider” to keep up to date 
 
• Participate in The Arc’s action alerts 
 
• Recruit friends and family to join our lists 
 
• Attend a Congressional public event such as this one 
 
• Engage! Ask a question, share your story, bring our fact sheets, thank 

them 
 

• Tell us about your experience! 
Use our legislative contact form online 
Email lifeline@thearc.org 

 

http://fs16.formsite.com/u024508129ncearc/form109/index.html
mailto:lifeline@thearc.org


Questions?? 
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