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FLAGS
Why do we have flags at the race track?

Å Racing flags are traditionally used in auto racing and similar 

motorsports to indicate track condition(s) and to communicate 

important messages to drivers.

Å Without them, a driver would essentially be unaware of things that 

might be happening on the track which could lead to very unsafe 

situations.



FLAGS
Flags are no good by themselves however,  we need 

corner workers to manage and display them.



CORNER WORKERS

We cannot enjoy this sport 

without them

Å The corner workers are there to inform us about what is happening on 

track and to allow us to enjoy this sport.  Most importantly, they are 

there to keep us safe.

Å They can do no good however if you donôt know where they are 

stationed and if you donôt give them a quick glance as you are 

going by to see if they are displaying any flags.



CORNER WORKERS

ESSENTIAL SKILL

Å Knowing and adhering to all displayed flags IS AN ESSENTIAL 

SKILL that ALL DRIVERS MUST KNOW.

Å Not knowing, or not adhering to displayed flags can be one of the 

most serious dangers on the race track.  Improper reaction to 

displayed flags can absolutely lead to unsafe situations on track.



CORNER WORKERS

ESSENTIAL SKILL

Å It is a great idea to use your warm up or any touring laps in the 

morning to take a look at where the corner workers are located and 

where you need to be on track to see the next one if you need to stop 

during a Red Flag etc.

Å The more awareness you have, the safer you and everyone else will 

be.



CORNER WORKERS
TYPICAL ISSUES

Typical Issues associated with flags include:

Å Drivers not seeing displayed flags.

Å Sometimes for multiple laps.  This is not good !!!!

Å Drivers improperly reacting to displayed flags.

Å Stopping on track for a black or yellow flag.

Å Stopping too quickly for a red flag.  Not checking mirror first.

Å Stopping on the racing line.

Å Not stopping at all.



CORNER WORKERS

What are they looking at?

Å Donôt be surprised if you see a corner worker with their back to you as 

you go by.

Å They are looking beyond where you are at.  It does no good to 

you if they are looking where you just came from.  You would 

already be past the incident if they did that so it would do you no 

good.

Å If they must show a flag, they will then turn towards you to either 

hold the flag out, wave it and/or point it at you.



CORNER WORKERS

What are they watching for?

Å Corner workers have a lot of responsibility when on station.  They are 

typically watching for:

Å Accidents on track.

Å Debris such as oil etc. that has leaked from a car.

Å Fire or smoke coming from a car.

Å Other possible mechanical issues.

Å Driver issues.

Å Wild animals on track.

Å Severe weather.



CORNER WORKERS

What else do they do?

Å Corner workers do a lot more than just manage the flags.

Å Other duties include:

Å Using fire extinguishers on car fires.

Å Administer first aid.

Å Assist in extricating trapped drivers.

Å Assist drivers in any way needed on track.

Å Repairing track damage etc. to get us back to green flag as 

quickly as possible.



CORNER WORKERS

What should we do?

Å Pay Attention to their flag signals.

Å Adhere to their flag signals at all times.

Å If there is a disagreement, discuss it in the paddock, after 

adhering to their on track instructions.

Å Wave to them during your cool down lap.

Å THANK them if you get the chance at lunch etc.



CORNER WORKERS

UNIFORMITY

Å You may notice some variation from track to track on how the flags 

are displayed.

Å Ie:  Red and Yellow waving at the same time.

The only recourse you have concerning this is to ask at the drivers 

meeting how the flags are used and if there are alternate meanings.



FLAGS
SOME ESSENTIAL TERMINOLOGY 

ASSOCIATED WITH FLAGS
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but how it is displayed 

as well that you should 

be aware of.
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