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Research conducted by The Philanthropic Initiative (TPI) in the late 1990’s with 
professional advisors on their motivations for, and methods of providing advice about 
philanthropy, revealed the following reasons for discussing philanthropy with clients:

1. It’s good for society, it’s good for your community, it’s good for your clients, it’s good for your 
business, and it’s good for you.

2. DĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐůŝĞŶƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƐĞĂƌĐŚŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ĂŶ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞ�ǁĂǇ�ƚŽ�ŐŝǀĞ�ďĂĐŬ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕ �ƚŽ�
memorialize a loved one and/or simply to “do good.”  You can help them achieve these results, and 
ĚĞƌŝǀĞ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů�ƐĂƟƐĨĂĐƟŽŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĚŽŝŶŐ�ƐŽ͘

3. Discussing philanthropy with your clients should be done unobtrusively in a way that  
ƌĞƐƉĞĐƚƐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉƌŝǀĂĐǇ͕ �ǀĂůƵĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĂƵƚŽŶŽŵǇ͘��zŽƵ�ĂƌĞ�ĂŵŽŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶĞĚ�ƚŽ� 
ŝŶŝƟĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŶŐĂŐĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐůŝĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶƐ͘

4. �Ǉ�ĞǆƉĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞŶƵ�ŽĨ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�ŽīĞƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐůŝĞŶƚƐ͕�ǇŽƵ�ďƵŝůĚ�ĐŽŶĮĚĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ� 
ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ůĞǀĞůƐ�ŽĨ�ƐĂƟƐĨĂĐƟŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ǇŽƵ�ĂŶĚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂů�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͘

5. zŽƵƌ�ĂƌĞĂƐ�ŽĨ�ĞǆƉĞƌƟƐĞ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂů�ĂĚǀŝƐŽƌ�ĂƌĞ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůůǇ�ďƌŽĂĚĞŶĞĚ͘

6. dŚĞ�ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů�ĨŽƌ�ŶĞǁ�ƌĞĨĞƌƌĂůƐ�ŝƐ�ĞŶŚĂŶĐĞĚ͕�ŽƉĞŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽŽƌ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŶĞǁ�ĐůŝĞŶƚƐ͘

7. zŽƵ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞůǇ�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐŚŽƐĞŶ�ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů�ĚĞƐŝƌĞ�ƚŽ�ĚŽ�ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ�ŐŽŽĚ�ĨŽƌ�ǇŽƵƌ�
community.

8. dŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĞīŽƌƚƐ͕�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ŝŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐĞĚ͕� 
ƉƌŽĚƵĐŝŶŐ�Ă�ŚĞĂůƚŚŝĞƌ͕ �ŵŽƌĞ�ǀŝďƌĂŶƚ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ƚŽ�ůŝǀĞ�Ͳ�ĂŶ�ĞŶĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ůĞŐĂĐǇ�ŽĨ�ƌĞĂů�ďĞŶĞĮƚ�ƚŽ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�
ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ͘

9. zŽƵ�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟǀĞ�ŶĞƚǁŽƌŬ�ŽĨ�ůŝŬĞͲŵŝŶĚĞĚ�ĐŽůůĞĂŐƵĞƐ�ǁŚŽ�ĂƌĞ�ǁŝůůŝŶŐ�ƚŽ� 
ǀŽůƵŶƚĂƌŝůǇ�ƐŚĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƟŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĞǆƉĞƌƟƐĞ͘

10. tŝƚŚ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞ͕�ĐŽŶĮĚĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ͕�ǇŽƵ�ǁŝůů�ĮŶĚ�ŝƚ�ĞĂƐǇ�ƚŽ�ĚŽ͘

Adapted based on material from the report Doing Well by Doing Good͕�ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ďǇ�dŚĞ�WŚŝůĂŶƚŚƌŽƉŝĐ�/ŶŝƟĂƟǀĞ�
(TPI), June 2000.


