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MUSE OF MUSIC AMPHITHEATER

PEPPERTREE LANE

CAHUENGA  
PASS TREASURE

PICNICS & 
FIREWORKS

THE VIEW

POP, ROCK & JAZZ FLORA & FAUNA

GREAT PERFORMANCES

The fountain was designed by 
Oscar sculptor George Stanley 
and built in 1940 by the County 
of Los Angeles Engineering 
Department in cooperation with 
the Public Works of Art Project 
(PWAP).

Pasadena architect and Rose 
Bowl designer Myron Hunt 
created an elliptical form for 
the Hollywood Bowl, the largest 
natural amphitheater in the 
United States – seating nearly 
18,000 people.

Once lined with lacy pepper 
trees, the walkway from Highland 
Avenue to the Bowl was replanted 
in 1997. One of the original 
trees still stands just below the 
Hollywood Bowl Museum.

In 1864, agents of Mexican 
President Benito Juárez buried 
more than $200,000 in diamonds, 
pearls, gold, and silver. Shepherd 
Diego Moreno dug up the treasure 
and fled to Los Angeles, ultimately 
hiding it in the Cahuenga Pass.

Picnics at the Bowl are a 
staple of L.A. summers – but 
food was not allowed inside 
the amphitheater until 
1952. Fireworks are another 
Hollywood Bowl tradition, each 
show averaging over 1,600 
individual explosions and 100 
bouquet showers.

The Bowl sits across from Mount Cahuenga, home of 
the Hollywood sign – erected in 1923 as a temporary 
display to publicize a housing development called 
Hollywoodland. In 1949, the Chamber of Commerce 
removed the last four letters; the sign has read 
Hollywood ever since.

Beatlemania arrived at the Hollywood Bowl on August 
23, 1964. Noise from the capacity crowd of 18,000 
overpowered any sound coming from the stage.  
The Fab Four returned to the venue for two more 
shows the following summer (August 29 and 30, 1965). 

The Bowl is a quiet oasis in the 
middle of the city, with hillsides 
covered in native vegetation like 
chaparral, sycamores, pines, and 
the holly plant that gave the area 
its name. Animals living in the park 
include deer, coyotes, opossums, 
and many varieties of birds.

The Bowl launched its first  
official season in 1922. A year 
earlier, the LA Phil made its 
Bowl debut with an Easter 
Sunrise Service, leading to the 
establishment of “Symphonies 
Under the Stars.” Pictured: 
Former LA Phil Music Director 
Otto Klemperer.

Photo Credits: 	 1. University of Southern California Library, Hearst Newspaper Collection  2, 4–7.  Music Center Archives, Otto Rothschild Collection  
	 3. California Historical Society, Title and Trust Photo Collection Dept. of Special Collections, University of Southern California  
	 8, 10.  Hollywood Bowl Museum Collection 9. Bruce Torrence Historical Collection

THE SHELL

Since 1926, the Bowl has had 
five shells – two of them by Lloyd 
Wright, eldest son of one of the 
20th century’s most innovative 
architects. The current shell is a  
marvel of acoustics and aesthetics,  
resulting in an architectural icon 
as recognizable as the Eiffel 
Tower. Pictured: 1927 and 1928 
shells by Lloyd Wright.
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TAKE THE BOWL WALK  
AND DISCOVER THE 
NATURAL BEAUTY OF 
THE HOLLYWOOD BOWL
The Hollywood Bowl is a beautiful setting  

for Angelenos to enjoy a picnic and concert  

on a summer evening. Known as the world’s  

largest natural amphitheater, it’s just  

minutes away from the hustle and bustle  

of Hollywood Boulevard. The chaparral  

and sage of the Hollywood Hills (formerly 

known as Daisy Dell) are home to a variety  

of flora and fauna. Coyotes, Virginia 

opossums, red–tailed hawks, the great 

horned owls, and gopher snakes are just  

a few among dozens of species that live  

quietly among the coast live oak, elderberry,  

and California sycamore. The Bowl is the first  

amphitheater in California to be certified as  

an Audubon Society Cooperative Sanctuary  

for its efforts to conserve resources and 

promote conservation.

(Top) Music Center Archives, Otto Rothschild Collection  
(Middle) Hollywood Bowl Museum Collection  
(Bottom) Neil Ricklen, Hollywood Bowl Museum Collection
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